
Harvest Report 2019

Our FOOTPRINTS® comprehensive brand management 
program has set the bar for quality and accountability 
and has garnered the respect of brewers and growers 
alike. Along with the continued innovation of our 
breeding program, YCR has now extended our  
FOOTPRINTS® program to include Idaho 7®, a proprietary 
hop developed by Jackson Hop Farm in Wilder, Idaho.  
We welcome Idaho 7® to the YCR managed brands. 

®®

IntroducIng

Yakima Chief Ranches is proud to present our Harvest Report for 2019. The demand 
for American hops is at an all-time high, and it is imperative that we strive to meet 
the dynamic needs of our farming and brewing partners. By creating, growing and 
protecting the value of our industry-leading hop brands, YCR continues to forge a 
new normal in the hop industry, where mutual success is translated into generational 
sustainability.

 Alpha Acid 9.5-14 %
 Beta Acid 3.5-5%
 CO-H  30%
 Total Oil  1-2 ml

2019 will mean that the growers and YCR staff will 
be working overtime in 2020 to ensure that males 
are rogued, marked and removed so the problem 
does not continue in the coming years.

QualIty RepoRt
Each hop growing season in the Pacific Northwest seems to offer new opportunities and 
challenges, and 2019 was no exception. YCR growers planted nearly 2,500 acres of baby 
hops, and with the growing season starting over a month behind, there was a tremendous 
amount of work to do in a short amount of time. Our region experienced an unusually cool 
spring, which, coupled with the late winter, was not ideal for baby production. The mature 
hops outperformed average yields, which led to a relatively average production year 
overall. Multiple heavy wind and rainstorms caused several hop yards to collapse and lose 
production this year, especially impacting Mosaic®. Despite the baby hop production and 
weather challenges, contracts were filled on all conventional YCR brands this year. Organic 
production, however, saw more yield challenges. 

Overall, several brands including Ahtanum®, Simcoe® and Sabro™ exceeded production 
expectations. From a hop quality standpoint, pest pressure was low and aromatic impression 
was extremely high. For the first time in several years, seed content increased in the majority 
of public and proprietary hop brands. The cause of the high seed content is not fully known, 
but likely relates to an extended burr season from a cool spring. High seed content from 
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YCR Total v. Expected Production
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• measured in pounds
Organic + Experimental Production
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